From OWP, -16—980 : 


George W. Waters was an artist who contributed substantially to the visual arts heritage 
of this community. Waters followed the generations of itinerant portrait painters who 
passed through communities like Elmira, unable to find enough work to allow them to 
settle down. He came to Elmira at a time when the community had grown in population 
and wealth to a point where it, combined with Elmira College, could support a 
professiona! artist. 


Waters helped cement the foundation for community interest in and support of the 
visual arts in Elmira. His presence here, the quality of his work, and the recognition it 
received outside the area helped create a public awareness of the arts. An awaren 
which was fostered by the opening of the Arnot Art Museum in 1913, only a year after 
Waters’ death. Waters’ presence and success may also have given encouragernent and 
incentive to younger artists in the area; artists such as Lars Hoftrup, who received his 
first one-man show at Arnot Art Museum in 1916, and who certainly would have known 
of Waters and seen his paintings in the community. 





Today we find Waters paintings throughout the country in public and private 
collections, but Elmira and the Arnot Art Museum is still the home of the largest group 
of paintings by this artist. A collection in which we take pride in preserving and sharing 
with an ever-widening audience. 


Kenneth H. Lindquist 
Director 


INTRODUCTION 


George Wattles Waters was born at Coventry, Chenango County, in upper New York 
State, March 31, 1832, the tenth child of Russel and Roxey Miles Waters. His earliest 
paternal American ancestor had emigrated from England in the 17th century, and 
settled in Hebron, Connecticut. George’s grandfather, Joseph Waters, after serving with 
distinction in the Revolutionary War, moved the family to New York State in 1798. 
Russel Waters was a merchant and postmaster of Franklin, N.Y., and served as legislator 


from that district in 1816. 


The artist's preliminary education was received in the district schools of Chenango 
County. His artistic abilities became evident at an early age. He entered the Franklin- 
Deleware Literary Institute, but the young man had the visions of a creative dreamer in 
‘love with nature, and he relinquished his contemplated college course to study painting 
with Thomas H. Matteson of Sherburn, N.Y. Waters continued his art studies in New 
York City, and although it is known he kept early studios at Union Square and in the 
Tenth Street Studio Building, unfortunately there are no records of those artists with 


whom he may have studied. 
Waters first teaching position was at the Oxford Institute, in New York State. and then 
at the Franklin-Delaware Literary Institute where he met and married Sarah Sherman 
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Betts in November 1856. Waters contemplated a move to the South to paint the 
Mississippi anc the lower Appalachians, but the outbreak of rebellion postponed this 
trip till later years, and Waters returned to work and learn from the masters in New York 
City. 


Longing for the life and beauties of upper New York State, the Waters’ moved to Eimira 
in 1861, and in 1869 the artist was appointed the first Director of the Art Department 
of Etmira College, a position he filled with great satisfaction and ability until 1903. 

In Elmira, Waters lived at 360 West First Street and kept a studio there and later a 
studio at No. 135 Water Street. The Waters attended the Park Congregational Church, 
whose well known pastor, Thomas K. Beecher, became a close personal friend and 
patron of the artist. The Waters family grew in Elmira. Two sons were born, Charles and 
George, and two daughters, Jean and Mabel. Charles would drown at age ten while on 
vacation at an upstate lake, shattering his father’s hopes, but Jean and Mabel both 
became successful artists and eventually joined their father on the Art Department staff 


at Elmira College. 


Waters continued to keep studios in New York City in which to work, to exchange new 
ideas and to generally keep in touch with the Art Market. He ventured out to the 
wilderness of the Adirondacks, the White Mountains, etc. on summer-long sketching 
excursions, accompanied by other artists of note. He would then return to Elmira each 
fall, portfolios bulging, travel to New York in the winter months, and return to Elmira 
for a layover til! his next summer trip. All along the way he sold his paintings and 
received many commissions for landscapes and portrait work. Finally in 1880 Waters 
was able to fulfill a life-long ambition when he traveled to Europe to sketch and learn 
from the British, French, and German masters. He made a second trip to Europe in 
1886, with his wife and daughters, this time visiting Dresden, Munich, and the area of 
the Rhine. His excursions across the ocean were financed by wealthy patrons, eagerly 
awaiting his return to obtain the fruits of his labors. 


Waters exhibited his work many times at the National Academy of Design in New York, 
the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts (four Waters’ paintings were included in the 
Centennial Exhivition in Philadelphia in 1876) and in Buffalo, Kansas City, Detroit, 
Denver, etc. He was elected to the American Art Union, judged by his illustrious peers, 
Albert Bierstadt, Jervis McEntee, William H. Beard, William Hart, and other members 
of its Board of Control. He was a member of the Black and White Club and the Century 
Club of New York City, and the Amateur Art Association of New York State. 


in the words of nis daughter Jean soon after his death, ‘‘In his home he was a loving and 
tender father, in the city in which he dwelt, a philanthropic and public-spirited citizen. 
Few men had a loftier sense of honor, which was felt in the atmosphere of his presence 
as well as in the examples of his art. His kindly Christian character and unassuming 
disposition, his moderation and simplicity, made him beloved by a large circle of friends 
and acquaintances.” George W. Waters died in Elmira July 23, 1912, and was buried in 
Woodlawn Naticnal Cemetery. 
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